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TABLE I - BEAUFORT NOTATION 

Weather Beaufort 
Letters 

Blue sky (0 - 1/4 clouded). 
Sky partly (1/4 - 3/4) clouded 
 
Cloudy (more than 3/4 clouded). 
Drizzle. 
 
Wet air (without precipitation). 
Fog.  
 
Fog over sea (coast station). 
Fog over low ground (inland station). 
 
Gale (Beaufort force 8 or 9 maintained for period of not less than 10 minutes). 
Storm (Beaufort force 10 maintained for period of not less than 10 minutes). 
 
Hail. 
Precipitation in sight of station. 
 
Line squall. 
Storm of drifting snow. 
 
Sandstorm or dust storm. 
Lightning. 
 
Mist. 
Overcast sky (i.e. completely covered with a uniform layer of thick or heavy 
cloud). 
 
Passing showers. 
Squally weather. 
 
Rain. 
Sleet. 
 
Snow. 
Thunder. 
 
Thunderstorm with rain. 
Thunderstorm with snow. 
 
Ugly, threatening sky. 
Unusual visibility. 
 
Dew. 
Hoar frost. 
 
Dry air. 
Haze. 

b 
bc 
 
c 
d 
 

e 
f 
 

fs 
fg 
 

g 
G 
 

h 
jp 
 

kg 
ks 
 

kz 
l 
 

m 
o 
 
 

p 
q 
 
r 
rs 
 
s 
t 
 

tlr 
tls 

 
u 
v 

 
w 
x 
 

y 
z 

A capital denotes “intense” or “heavy”, e.g. R = heavy rain. Repetition of a letter denotes 
“continuous”, e.g. RR = continuous heavy rain. Addition of suffix “o” to a letter denotes 
“slight”, e.g. roro = continuous slight rain. The prefix “i“ indicates intermittent, e.g. ir = 
intermitted rain 


